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a taste in the invasion of the Balkan Peninsula and the
battle of Durazzo or Dyrrachium (1081). Though he suc-
ceeded in the end, after blood had flowed on both sides,
in winning recognition as the feudal suzerain of all the
Crusading leaders except Raymond of Toulouse and
Tancred, he only seems to have won over Bohemund by
substantial concessions and specious promises. The author
of the Gesta makes the Emperor promise a grant of territory
in the neighbourhood of Antioch, the seat of Bohemund's
later principality.1 Anna Comnena says that Bohemund
asked for the high office of Grand Domestic, which would
have carried with it the military command of the Crusading
armies.2
The Anonymous now writes as an eyewitness, and his
account of the march from Durazzo to Constantinople and
the negotiations with Alexius has real original value. He
ends his first section with the burning of the ' fortress of
heretics . . . with its inhabitants * and the subsequent
victory over the Greeks at the river Vardar on February 18,
1097* His second section carries on the tale through the
tangled maze of negotiations to the gathering of the
Crusading forces in Asia Minor, the siege of Nicaea and
the capitulation of the Turkish garrison to the Greeks on
May 19, 1097. The Emperor smoothed over the friction
caused by his retention of the city by means of lavish gifts
to the Franks. An embassy was dispatched to Egypt to
negotiate for an alliance with the Fatimites, who were
hostile to the Sdjuk Turks, and by June 29, 1097, the
 *	Hagenmeyer, G. F., vi. 3, note 20;  von Sybel, Gesch. des ersten
Kreuzz.> 1881, p. 270 seq.   Cf. Chalandon, op. cit,; Barker, op. cit*;
Brehier, op. cit. Von Sybel and Hagenmey er re j ec t the evidence of the
Gesta for this promise of territory.   Bohemund never referred to it
subsequently in confirmation of his claims.
 *	Br£hierf op. cit., p. 75 ; Chalandon, op. cit., p. 183 ; von Sybel,
op. cit., p. 273 ; Cawb. Med. Hist., vol. iv, c. xi, p. 335.

